CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
The computations were to the third decimal place only. However, it was an effort in the right direction, and it is interesting.
Lewis C. Beck (1798-1853), another mineralogical chemist, prepared a "Mineralogy of the State of New York" as early as 1842. The analyses reported in the volume were all made by Beck. In 1827 he contributed " General Views on the Formation of Phosphuretted Hydrogen"; in 1828, "On the Nature of Bleaching and Disinfecting Compounds"; "On the Functions of Nitrogen in Respiration"; "On the Commercial Potashes of New York"; "On Wines and Other Fermented Liquors"; and "On Adulterations of Various Substances Used in Medicine and the Arts." He conducted a series of i' Researches on the Bread Stuffs of the United States," which was published by the United States Patent Office at Washington. He was, further, the author of a book called "A Manual of Chemistry," published in 1831. This book passed through four editions.
The researches of J. W. Bailey (1811-1857), at West Point, were of such a character that many would not place him among the chemists of the country. These were principally "experiments with the aid of the microscope"; yet he published a test for nitric acid, a paper on "Double Cyanide and Iodide of Mercury," "A Test for Sulphure by Playfair's Nitro-Prusside." He was skillful in the use of the blowpipe and published a paper "On the Common Blowpipe." Nearly all of his contributions appeared in the American Journal of Science.
It would seem that Samuel Guthrie (1782-1848), of New York, discovered chloroform independently of Soubeiran,
226